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Abstract

In Taiwan’s legal framework, the term “educational experiment” predates “experimental
education” and is the sole term used in the Fundamental Education Act. When the Three-Type
Acts of Experimental Education were initially enacted in 2014, “educational experiment” and
“experimental education” were used interchangeably. However, following the 2018 revisions
to these laws, the terminology was standardized to “experimental education.” However,
other regulations, which merely include general educational experiments or not involving the
experimental concept at all, still adopt the terms “experimental education” or “experimental
school.” Such a circumstance not only may lead to legal conflicts, confusing the public, or
arbitrary compliance but also will not help in achieving the predetermined connotations and
educational benefits of “Educational Experiments” and “Experimental Education.” To clarify
the appropriate connotation and legal positioning of these two terms, this study employed a

systematic interpretation and analytical discussion grounded in the logical framework of the
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relevant legal concepts. The findings suggested that to maintain the legal supremacy among
the Educational Fundamental Act, Three-Type Acts of Experimental Education, and other
related regulations, “Educational Experiment,” due to its broader connotation, should be a
generic concept. Moreover, education-related regulations state that only those intended to
conduct integrative experiments should adopt the statutory terms, “Experimental Education”
and “School-Based Experimental Education.” Otherwise, related regulations should align
with its nature and adopt the term “Educational Experiments,” or even not use “Experiment”
or “Experimental” at all. Finally, the study examined the connotations of the Three-Type Acts

of Experimental Education and highlighted areas for potential revision.

Keywords: educational laws and regulations, educational experiment, experimental

education, experimental school
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